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Wesley Homes is a faith-based 
organization providing retirement 
communities and a network of 
services for older adults. With love 
and joy, we are called to meet the 
physical, social and spiritual needs 
of those we serve. We affirm the 
worth of all those we serve and 
those who provide service.

FIRSTat Wesley Homes Lea Hill

When the Pink Panthers Robotics Group of Rainier Middle School 

asked Wesley Homes Lea Hill resident Kathrine Hansen for aid with 

a project, she was eager to help. Kathrine even got her fellow North 

Brownstone residents to help, too.

The Pink Panthers are part of FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of 

Science and Technology), a national organization to get kids passionate 

about science and technology. Each year, teams are assigned a project 

theme, and this year’s theme is “Senior Solutions.” Their task: to 

explore aging and how it affects an older adult’s ability to maintain his 

or her lifestyle. The girls then had to come up with innovative solutions. 

(continued inside)

Wesley Homes 

   Welcomes

Let your mind 

        Wander

60 YEARS OF       

          Serving

LOOK INSIDE

for people who love life™

Unusual  
Combinations       

Stay connected!
wesleyhomes.org

wesleyblog.org



Chat with Susan 
about the mission  
of Wesley Homes.   
Call 206.870.1331

FIRST at Wesley Homes Lea Hill (CONTINUED)  
 After meeting with the North Brownstone residents, the girls 

identified the use and understanding of TV and DVR remote 

controls as a common challenge. The remotes were too 

complex and frustrating for older adults. A simpler version 

was needed.

“We were just thrilled with the girls,” said Kathrine. “It was 

evident how bright and well organized they were. We gave 

them information, and they took the bull by the horns and ran.”

“The experience was an eye opener for the girls,” said Katrina Coleman, the Pink Panthers’ coach. 

“They worked hard and delivered a rewired remote control and added a fabric template to cover it.”

As Kathrine put it, “These girls are the leaders of the future.”

Find out more about Wesley Homes Lea Hill. Contact Karen Satterberg at 253.876.6000 or 

visit www.wesleyhomes.org

Wesley Homes welcomes 
Susan McConnell

“I have a passion for what I do,” said Susan McConnell, the new Executive 

Director for Wesley Homes Foundation, “and I’m excited to meet everyone.”

Susan comes to Wesley Homes from Ohio where she was the CEO of Make a 

Wish Foundation for Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana. She’s a Washington native; 

her father was a professor at Pacific Lutheran University, and Susan was the 

Director of Production and Special Events at PONCHO.

Susan was impressed by the beautiful, caring and protected environment 

of Wesley Homes. “It’s a community that serves the needs of the residents. 

That’s rarer than people know,” said Susan.

“I’ve worked with kids, and that was incredibly fulfilling. With Wesley Homes,  

I can be an advocate for another segment of the population that is sometimes 

vulnerable. I can help make a difference,” said Susan. “There are people and 

communities out there who need what Wesley Homes can provide, and I want 

to keep the momentum of our mission going so we can serve older adults.”

I look  forward to being 
a part of this community. 
                                           Susan McConnell



The price of gas was 20 cents a gallon, Elizabeth II became Queen 

of England and “Little Ricky” was born. Here in Des Moines, WA, the 

next phase of Rev. Dr. Stanley Logan’s dream was underway: the 

groundbreaking for the south wing of Wesley Gardens.

On May 3, 1953, approximately 200 guests attended the short 

groundbreaking program, including Rev. Robert (Bob) Ortmeyer,  

a current resident of Wesley Homes Des Moines. Bob has a long 

history with Wesley Homes. He was a member of the Board of 

Trustees in 1953, and his mother moved to Wesley Homes in  

the 1970s at Bob’s suggestion. He and wife Helen moved to  

Wesley Homes in 1989. With that much history, Bob has insights 

that the rest of us can only read about.

    “Back then, there were 19 trustees, and four of 

them had to be ministers. That’s how I came to  

be on the Board for five years,” said Bob.

   “Dr. Logan kept telling us he was a dreamer, not  

an administrator, and he was right. We sure struggled in those  

early years,” Bob recalled.

That’s because by January 1953, just 17 people had expressed 

interest in living at Wesley Gardens, and only six had applications  

on file. Accounts were coming due, and there were material,  

cold weather and labor delays. However, just a few months later, 

there were 61 applications on file with more and more people 

showing interest.

Today, The Gardens is home to residents of different religions,  

races and economic means. It was the beginning of the  

Wesley Homes organization that we know today with two 

campuses serving up to 800 residents and a home health agency 

serving over 1,200 clients each year.

 The Gardens is still known to many as Wesley Gardens, a  

welcome and fundamental part of the Des Moines community.

Let your mind  

WANDER
Even if you aren’t recovering from 
an illness, home health could be just 
what you need.

“Let your mind wander in terms of 
your needs,” said Katheryn Howell, 
Director of Community Health 
Services for Wesley Homes Home 
Health. “Think ‘I want to…,’ and fill 
in the blank. A home health agency 
can help you.”

Consider your special or daily 
tasks. Perhaps you’d like to create 
a scrapbook or bake for the 
church fundraiser, but you need 
transportation to pick up supplies. 
Maybe you’d like to Skype with 
your family or scan photos, but it’s 
difficult to navigate the keyboard. 
Let home health help you attend 
church meetings, pick up a 
prescription or transport you to a 
medical appointment.

“And of course, there are the tasks 
pertaining to your health,” said 
Katheryn. “Exercise programs,  
meal planning and medication 
reminders. Think of home health  
as an extension of you.”

Wesley Homes Home  
Health now offers  
90-minute visits for  
just $65.* 

Contact us at 

206.870.1127  
or visit us online at  
www.wesleyhomes.org.
* Available for home visits west of I-5 
between Burien and Federal Way.

Wesley Gardens:  
60 years of serving seniors



Join us and expand  
your flavor repertoire! 
Chef Chuck and his culinary colleagues from Boeing and Anthony’s 

Homeport Restaurant will show you how to revitalize your home 

cooking by using fresh, local and sustainable ingredients.

• Observe talented, professional chefs in action 

• Learn new, fresh and healthy combinations 

• Sample the chefs’ delicious Northwest creations 

• Take home recipes to delight your friends and family

Wesley Homes Executive Chef  
Chuck Chalfant invites you to:

Ultimate Chef: 
Unusual Combinations 

For more information call toll free: 
866.WESLEY.0 (866.937.5390)
or visit us online at: wesleyhomes.org

815 South 216th Street
Des Moines, WA 98198

Return Service Requested

Thursday
April 11, 2013
2:00 p.m. — 4:00 p.m.

   Wesley Homes  
Des Moines

 The Terrace Auditorium 

  816 S. 216th St. 
Des Moines, WA 98198 
206.824.5000

Register online at  
www.wesleyhomes.org  
or call 206.824.5000
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