
Moving closer to grandkids 
Regardless of what stage of life we find ourselves, it’s always nice to have  

family in close proximity. For older adults, being around family often includes  

being around grandchildren. They can energize us and remind us of the joys  

and wonder of childhood. It’s not unusual for grandparents to move to be  

closer to their grandchildren. This includes California couples who moved to 

Wesley Homes Des Moines with the purpose of simply being closer to their 

children and grandchildren.

Mary and Don Lee will celebrate living in their cottage for two years in September. 

The Lees love the beauty and the openness of the Wesley Homes Des Moines 

campus. They were originally from Anaheim, CA. In between deciding to move to  

Wesley Homes and moving in, the Lees made the decision to take a paddlewheel  

cruise on the Tennessee River. While Mary and Don where enjoying their cruise, 

the Lees’ kids moved all their furniture into what would be their new cottage. 

Mary said, “The kids moving our belongings made the transition smooth and gentle.”

The Lees’ daughter lives in Kent, and their son lives on the Sammamish Plateau. 

Don and Mary regularly go and watch their granddaughters at swimming lessons 

at the Mt. Rainier Pool in Des Moines. Their son’s family frequently visits Don and 

Mary for dinner at the cottage. Don and Mary really enjoy watching their son’s 
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Back on her feet  
           with transitional care

daughters play soccer. They love being able to spend so much time with family, 

something they just wouldn’t be able to do if they still lived in California.

Dave and Llew Ernst also moved from California to Wesley Homes in Des Moines 

over 10 years ago to be closer to their daughter and first grandson — and now 

a granddaughter, too. It’s much easier for them to attend their grandchildren’s 

music recitals, sports games and holiday or birthday gatherings. Last summer,  

the whole Ernst clan travelled to Monterey, CA, to see and learn Llew’s history. 

This summer, they will take a few day trips to Seattle to see Dave’s history.

The Ernsts feel blessed to be close to family in such beautiful surroundings.  

“The waters of Puget Sound; a campus full of flowers, trees and well-kept lawns; 

we can come and go as we wish, and there is full-time security when we are 

gone. Life is good!” said Llew.

The Lees and the Ernsts are happy to be able to spend so much time with 

their grandchildren. They get to experience the important moments in their 

grandchildren’s lives rather than just hearing about them and are strengthening 

the familial bonds and legacy of love.

Moving closer to grandkids (continued)

A 2002 AARP study found that  
80 percent of adults ages 45  
and older think it’s important  
to live near their children  
and grandchildren.

Dave & Llew Ernst with their grandchildren

After a hospital stay, Wesley Homes offers a comprehensive network of services 

wherever needed. After breaking her ankle, Donna Blaurock experienced the 

quality care Wesley Homes is known for providing.

Donna made use of the physical and occupational therapists at Wesley Homes 

Health Center. Part of her therapy included Nintendo Wii Sports Bowling, which  

was a surprise to Donna.

“I hadn’t bowled in 52 years,” she laughed. “I wasn’t very good back then when  

I was pregnant or now, but it was one of the things that helped me heal enough 

that I could go home with help.”

That help came in the form of Wesley Homes Home Health. The occupational 

therapist showed Donna easier ways to do things, such as navigating stairs and 

going down her temporary ramp with a walker. “You don’t realize when you’re 

working on an exercise that it’s helping you,” she said, “but I’m home, walking 

without a walker and sleeping in my own bed now.”

The restorative therapies, transitional nursing care and other supportive services 

Donna received got her back on her feet so she can stay independent in her home.

“The nurses and aides at the health center and in my home were fantastic,”  

she said. “They were just caring individuals. I recommend Wesley Homes!”

Get well, stay well with  
Wesley Homes’ transitional care.  
For more information, call:

Wesley Homes Health Center 
206.824.3663 

Wesley Homes Home Health 
206.870.1127 



Wesley Homes will soon be breaking ground for the health and rehabilitation 

center at the Lea Hill campus in Auburn, WA. Over the past three years,  

Wesley Homes Foundation staff, devoted residents, passionate community 

members and leaders have banded together to raise awareness and funds  

to make this dream a reality.  

The dream for a skilled nursing and rehabilitation center with private rooms, 

private bathrooms, kitchenettes, a family “feel”, dignity, compassion and excellent 

care began with a need for something better than what is currently available. 

This will be the only not-for-profit center of its kind in greater South King 

County that will offer private rooms and be Medicare and Medicaid certified. It is 

only with the financial support of many individuals that makes this new state-of-

the-art facility a reality.  

A shovel in the ground is a small start to the next great thing in Auburn —  

Wesley Homes Lea Hill Health Center! It will complete the continuum of care  

for the Lea Hill Campus, and it will serve the South King County community.  

We have taken the steps, from the inception of a dream to the very first donation  

to putting the first shovel in the ground, but we can’t complete the center without 

you!  Your financial support is needed now more than ever as we have not yet 

reached our philanthropic goal.  There is still time to support this dream and 

change the way care is provided to older adults. As one donor said, “It is a gift to 

be able to participate in creating a new sort of space for our community. The Lea 

Hill Health Center seems to be just this!” 

Your support will make a difference. Please help today!

Breaking new ground in Auburn… again!
Wesley Homes announces groundbreaking  
for Lea Hill health and rehabilitation center

Wesley Homes Lea Hill Health Center campaign advisory board

To learn more about moving  
to a Wesley Homes community,  
please contact:

Wesley Homes Des Moines 
Jennifer Lottis 206.870.1101 
Lynn Stapleton 206.870.1114 
toll free 866.937.5390

Wesley Homes Lea Hill 
Karen Satterberg 253.876.6000

or visit www.wesleyhomes.org

Get well, stay well with  
Wesley Homes’ transitional care.  
For more information, call:

Wesley Homes Health Center 
206.824.3663 

Wesley Homes Home Health 
206.870.1127 

Please go to 

www.wesleyhomes.org/foundation  

to learn how your support has the  

power to enhance your community. 

Or call Sten Crissey at 206.870.1126.
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Celebrating our 70th anniversary!  
(and honoring Grandparents Day) 

Join us for

 • Flavorful appetizers 
 • Live entertainment and fun giveaways 
 • Tours of apartment and cottage homes of all sizes

Sunday, September 7 
1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Wesley Homes Des Moines 
816 S. 216th St. 
Des Moines, WA 98198

Annual Open House!

Register at wesleyhomes.org  
                           or call 206.824.5000


