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living the mission 2013
Wesley Homes is committed to providing a greater public benefit through community  

involvement and charity care. As a not-for-profit organization, we believe we have 

a responsibility to provide these services to the greater community to fulfill our 

mission and be worthy of our tax-exempt status.

In 2013, we created a Living the Mission Team made up of employees from different 

departments to review our social accountability activities. The team focused on:

Identifying what we  

currently do that provides  

a public benefit

Creating a process to educate 

others within the organization 

about social accountability and  

its importance

Identifying group volunteer 

activities in the greater 

community that we can support 

as an organization
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Waterland Parade

Pillowcase drive for Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital



current activities
In 2013, the Wesley Homes staff presented educational programs on successful aging to  

12 churches and community groups. Program topics included retirement options, caring  

for the caregiver and downsizing. On the Des Moines campus, Wesley Homes’ Loving Life  

series included two three-part programs: AARP’s Decide.Create.Share.SM and Successful  

Aging with the Northwest Center for Creative Aging. 

educating others
Employees are introduced to Wesley Homes’ social 

accountability efforts at new employee orientation.  

The Living the Mission team continues communicating 

the social accountability message through weekly 

Stand Up announcements, newsletter submissions 

and quarterly employee meetings; however, it is their 

enthusiastic participation in volunteer activities with 

other Wesley Homes employees that shows the  

heart of Wesley Homes’ commitment to the greater 

community. “It’s really gratifying to bring residents and 

staff together to do something meaningful for others,” 

said Bernie Dorsey, Director of Outreach and Living  

the Mission Team leader. “You can feel the spirit of 

Wesley Homes’ mission working through us.” 

“It was obvious that you have considerable information about the variety  

of facilities and programs available to retirees in the area and that you are  

willing to help people understand how they might access those.”

Rev. Eugene Kester

In reviewing the 2012 Social Accountability 

Report and other documents, the team found  

an on-going record of how Wesley Homes  

supports the greater community:

• Offering meeting space to other not-for-profit  

organizations and community groups

• Providing support groups for those dealing  

with Alzheimer’s or Parkinson’s disease

• Supporting community activities, such as  

the Des Moines and Auburn senior activity  

centers, with monetary sponsorships,  

supplies, food and volunteers

Guide Dogs for the Blind Puppy Truck



group activities
NORTHWEST HARVEST

A group from Wesley Homes volunteered with Northwest Harvest in June 

helping to pack approximately 16,000 pounds of plums and 12,000 pounds 

of frozen peas. 

WALK TO END ALZHEIMER’S

Seventeen Wesley Walkers, comprised of staff and residents, participated in 

the Walk to End Alzheimer’s, raising $3,700 for the Alzheimer’s Association.

The funds raised earned the team a seventh place ranking in the South Sound.

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT

Each year, Wesley Homes hosts National Night Out providing entertainment 

and refreshments for this national neighborhood gathering. Local fire 

fighters and police often come out along with city officials and our  

Lea Hill neighbors.

5TH TUESDAY DES MOINES COMMUNITY DINNER

In partnership with the Des Moines United Methodist Church and  

Food Bank, Wesley Homes’ culinary team and a group of employees 

volunteered 40 hours and $183 in food to prepare 91 meals for people  

in need. Local faith communities offer the community dinner. 

“It was a lot of fun to get to know 

some of my co-workers better and  

feel like I was making a difference 

for people who are hungry, too.  

I can’t wait to do it again.” 

Theresa Hile  
Administrative Assistant

“There are people going hungry in our own community.  

This was something we could do on an ongoing basis to help.” 

Chuck Chalfant  
Executive Chef

National Night Out

Northwest Harvest

We are honored that — because  

of these activities along with rent  

subsidies for our United Methodist  

Conference, adult day care and  

residents who have run out of  

money — Wesley Homes was able  

to provide a charitable benefit to  

the community.
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stay connected to Wesley Homes!
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wesleyhomes.org/blog

subsidizing care
Since 2000, the Bishop McConnell Scholarship Program has provided 57 qualifying residents the 

opportunity to live at Wesley Homes Des Moines in studio apartments under the continuing care 

agreement. In 2013, the subsidy provided by this program was $530,214. Recipients of this program 

are of diverse faith backgrounds; many are retired missionaries and teachers.

The Circle of Concern program provides support for Wesley Homes residents who have run out of 

funds through no fault of their own. While Wesley Homes Foundation raises funds for this program, 

the need is often greater than the amount raised. In 2013, Wesley Homes provided $292,032 in 

subsidy so these residents could stay in their homes at Wesley Homes.

Wesley Homes Health Center accepts Medicaid to help pay for residents who require long-term 

skilled nursing care and meet “spend down” requirements. But Medicaid reimbursement falls short 

of the cost of providing care. With over half of the residents qualifying for Medicaid, this significant 

cost is covered by Wesley Homes.

VALUE OF COMMUNITY BENEFIT AND SUBSIDIES

Community Involvement $31,485

Meeting Space $64,746

Community Programs offered on our campuses $36,523

Education $28,920

Community Benefit (subtotal) $161,674

Reduced Rent, Subsidized Care and Assistance $833,997

Medicaid shortfall $3,286,968

Total $4,282,639

For Wesley Homes, these social benefits are a natural extension of our values and mission. In all we 

do to serve our residents, clients, staff, family members and greater communities, we do it because 

it’s the right thing to do.


