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As a not-for-profit organization, Wesley Homes reinvests all profits and excess revenue into services that 
benefit our residents, home health clients and the greater community. 
 

Background 
 
Since 1944, Wesley Homes has been committed to service. This long-standing tradition of doing what is 
best and what is right in the long-term interest of older adults, communities and staff is deeply 
ingrained.  
 
The Rev. Dr. Stanley Logan, pastor of the Mason United Methodist Church in Tacoma, WA, was inspired 
to address the concerns of elderly parishioners who expressed a wish to find a “convenient and 
congenial home and environment in which to spend their declining years.”  With the support of the 
Pacific Northwest Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church, Rev. Logan started Wesley 
Homes. He later wrote, “It is our conviction that a Christian Home has a responsibility far beyond 
furnishing conditions and service that keep residents alive and in reasonably good physical health.” That 
premise continues to guide the leadership of Wesley Homes. 
 
Our affiliation with the Pacific Northwest Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church is the 
foundation of Wesley Homes’ ministry to older adults. A volunteer Board of Trustees is elected each 
year at the Wesley Homes Annual Meeting, attended by corporate members from churches throughout 
the Conference territory, which includes Washington, Idaho and Alaska. A majority (51%) of the Board 
members are United Methodist, including at least one United Methodist pastor.  In 2006, Wesley Homes 
worked with the Conference to build a building on its Des Moines campus to house the Conference 
offices, which we now lease to them effectively free of charge. While the campuses welcome people of 
all faiths, 18 retired ministers currently live at Wesley Homes in Des Moines and 3 live in our Auburn 
community. Vesper services are held weekly on campus conducted by clergy from various churches of 
different denominations in the area. 
 
Over the years, Wesley Homes has enhanced Puget Sound communities through development on the 
Des Moines campus, expansion with a community in Auburn and the creation of home and community-
based services.  Wesley Homes is building a stronger foundation for financial stability and sustainability 
to its mission. 
 
Wesley Homes is firmly committed to helping older adults and their communities thrive through 
compassion, advocacy, education and community enrichment. 
 



RETIREMENT COMMUITIES │ HEALTH SERVICES │ FOUNDATION Page 2 

 

History of Service 
 
2001: The Bishop McConnell Scholarship program was expanded to serve individuals with incomes 
below the median in King County and with assets under $35,000. Originally, 15 studio apartments were 
set aside for the program. In 2011, the Board expanded the program to 25 apartments in which we 
served 22 residents. 
 
2003: To bring nursing and custodial care to older adults in their homes throughout Puget Sound, we 
created Wesley Homes Community Health Services, a state licensed home health agency. Since its 
inception, WHCHS has served over 879 unduplicated clients. 
 
2004: When we recognized a need for adult day care in southwest King County, we spent $350,000 to 
add a building on our Des Moines campus to house this day care. Wesley Homes partners with another 
not-for-profit, Elder and Adult Day Services, to run the program.  Up to 20 lower income individuals are 
served daily with much needed activities, food and social services. 
 
2006: We built Wesley Homes Lea Hill because there were no moderately priced retirement 
communities offering housing and assisted living memory care in Auburn, WA. With this campus, our 
Auburn neighbors have access to over 58,000 square feet of space for community activities and to 
provide services to residents – at no cost.  To provide for residents who outlive their resources and have 
them continue to live at Wesley Homes Lea Hill, Wesley Homes Foundation established an endowment 
specifically for resident financial assistance. 
 
2007: Wesley Homes At Home, a Medicare/Medicaid certified home health agency, was purchased in 
June. The skilled nursing and therapy services provided are often reimbursed by Medicare, Medicaid and 
private medical insurance in King, Pierce and Snohomish counties. From 2008 through 2011, 2,247 
unduplicated patients were served by Wesley Homes At Home. 
 

Leadership of the Wesley Homes Board of Trustees 
 
At their retreat in the fall of 2011, the Wesley Homes Board of Trustees adopted a long-range plan 
encompassing five main goals: 
 

1. Be the Provider of Choice: To be the provider of choice for older adult services as demonstrated 
by public trust and customer feedback.   

2. Be the Employer of Choice: To be the employer of choice for employees interested in health 
care and working with older adults. 

3. Grow in Number of Customers Served: To be responsive to the increasing needs of older adults 
by increasing the number of customers served proportionate to the growth in number of older 
adults plus 10%. 

4. Maintain Our Financial Stability: To have a strong financial position to enhance the mission and 
enable high quality and  future growth. 

5. Live the Wesley Homes Mission: To deliver services to our communities that meet the social, 
spiritual and wellness needs of our residents and patients, in an environmentally conscious 
manner, including a focus on social accountability. 
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Significant and Lasting Difference 
 
Giving back is at the heart of Living the Wesley Homes Mission and how Wesley Homes partners with 
communities — providing service, creating jobs and providing collaborative opportunities for local 
businesses and other non-profits. We value community service and see it as an extension of our ideals 
and ongoing mission. 
 
Every year, management staff donates time and money to other community non-profits such as the Des 
Moines Food Bank, Salvation Army, local service clubs, churches, homeless shelters and other charitable 
causes. In addition to these charitable causes, Wesley Homes has programs in place to address the 
health, well-being and continuing education of residents and staff. Our public service includes such 
charity care as absorbing Medicaid losses, reducing rents or entrance fees, deferring Medicaid 
payments, supplementing Medicare, providing free services (excluding bad debts) and providing grants. 
Without the public service of Wesley Homes, the government would have to provide over $3 million in 
subsidy assistance. 
 

 

($ in 1000s) 
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 

Totals 
2000-2011 

Bishop McConnell Scholarship Program 
        Fees waived   $175 $116 $181 $231 $195 $1,938 

       

Rents waived  
        EADS/PNWUMC $116 $126 $121 $126 $121 $841 

       Resident Subsidies 
      

  Private subsidy all levels of care $263 $185 $296 $327 $385 $2,645 

       Medicaid / Private Shortfall 
        Difference from private pay $2,739 $2,450 $2,089 $2,136 $2,516 $21,741 

 
      Foundation Grants $17 $46 $35 $12 $103 $213 

       
       

 

Total Charitable Care in 2011     

 
$3,320  

 
Community Involvement 

 

The Bishop McConnell Scholarship Program offers a long-term care solution for individuals that may 
otherwise need subsidized housing. Wesley Homes subsidizes this cost through a private fund it 
maintains for this purpose.  Wesley Homes has 25 accommodations available for this program, and 
22 individuals received scholarship support in 2011 who would otherwise need financial assistance 
from the State. 
 
For residents at Wesley Homes Health Center, Wesley Homes provides transportation to medical 
appointments when State-sponsored transportation (Access) is unavailable. 
 
Wesley Homes provides funds for training for nurse aids (CNA/NAC) and other health professionals. 
Wesley Homes Des Moines is a worksite for developmentally disabled. 
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We are socially inclusive of residents and staff.  This diversity is an opportunity to benefit society 
beyond our immediate organizational concerns. 
 

Essential services 
 
The Wesley Homes Center of Elder and Adult Day Services (EADS) is the only adult day care center in 
the greater Des Moines area. 
 
Wesley Homes Health Center offers a secure wing for advanced stage Alzheimer’s and dementia. 
Such specialized care is limited in the surrounding area. Wesley Homes Lea Hill also provides The 
Arbor, a secure wing of 16 apartments for memory care. 
 

Services or activities offered at a financial loss (see chart above for dollar amounts) 
 
 Adult Day Center building space provided free of charge to Elder and Adult Day Services 
 Health Center activities 
 Employee emergency, medical and educational grants 
 Resident subsidies 
 

Community Education 
 
Both Wesley Homes campuses are working with nearby community colleges (Highline and Green 
River) to offer continuing education classes to residents and older adults in the community.  Classes 
in art history, memoirs writing and computers have all been taught on the Des Moines campus. The 
Lea Hill campus has chime choir and genealogy classes for residents. Additionally, Wesley Homes 
Des Moines partners with the Des Moines Senior Center to provide computer access and education.  
One computer center is located on campus where up to 12 students can have a hands-on learning 
experience. 

 
LeadingAge (formerly Aging Services of Washington), our state organization, provides on-going 
training for health professionals, including nursing assistants, nurses, social workers, activities 
workers and management staff.  Both Wesley Homes campuses have provided space for this 
training.  Wesley Homes Des Moines is fortunate to have many options for meeting space and be 
located near SeaTac airport providing easy access for attendees from other areas in Washington 
State. 
 
Each year, Wesley Homes partners with Southwest King Retired School Employees to provide a fun 
and educational program for the community. Wesley Homes’ employees participate in events to 
raise awareness and funding for Alzheimer’s, diabetes and Parkinson’s research as well as in support 
of local food banks. 
 

Increasing Our Community Footprint 
 
Alzheimer’s Caregivers Support Group meets monthly with Wesley Homes’ chaplain. This group is 
for caregivers of those with Alzheimer’s or related dementia disorders. Caregivers receive support 
and education concerning dementia disorders, coping mechanisms, products, resources and 
spiritual care for themselves and their loved ones. Average attendance is between 3 to 9 people, 
mostly from the greater community. 
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Parkinson’s Disease Support Group meets monthly with Wesley Homes’ director of Social Services.  
This gathering is for caregivers and those afflicted with Parkinson’s disease or any related neuron-
muscular disease that impairs full and normal functioning. 
 
Low Vision Support Group meets monthly with Wesley Homes’ Director of Social Services for people 
who have vision loss due to age-related Macular Degeneration, Glaucoma, Cataracts, Diabetic 
Retinopathy or from other traumatic and disease processes. 
 
Hearing Loss Support Group meets monthly and is facilitated by a Wesley Homes resident.  It is for 
people with hearing loss, suspected or known, and provides information on resources as well as 
support from a professional guest speaker. 
 
In 2008, Wesley Homes Lea Hill began hosting swimming classes for developmentally disabled 
children in the indoor swimming pool on campus. This is a highly successful program for the children 
and is deeply appreciated by the community.  
 
We provided free influenza and/or H1N1 immunizations to 228 of our employees in 2011. 
 
Every year, Wesley Homes supports a variety of community and church-related groups and provides 
meeting space for them. They include: 
 
 Toastmasters   Des Moines Senior Center 
 Auburn Senior Activity Center  Des Moines Food Bank 
 Auburn Food Bank  King County Traveling Library 
 Puget Sound Blood Center (blood drives)  Presbyterian Ladies Luncheon  
 Aging Services of Washington  Kent Children’s Therapy Center 
 Auburn Area Chamber of Commerce  Gideons International 
 Rotary, Soroptimist and other service clubs  PEO 
 United Methodist Women, Board of Global Ministries, Health and Welfare, Committees and 

 other United Methodist Church groups 
 
Resident volunteers are also involved in government-sponsored, non-profit and church related 
organizations in the area as airport guides, librarians, public advocates, water commissioners, food 
bank packers, food providers, tutors and drivers. 
 
The estimated value of the use of our facilities, providing services and staff volunteering in the 
community is $124,262 for 2011. 

 

Conclusion 
 

Wesley Homes is committed to its mission of serving older adults in the Puget Sound region. 
Participating in our communities and providing services is part of our not-for-profit responsibility, our 
culture and our ministry.   
 
Each year, we measure the value of our charitable and community support.  In 2011, the total combined 
value of our service to the public was close to $3.5 million. 


